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ST. GEORGE’S THEATRE. 
HON, ARTILLERY COMPANY. 


Tue second performance this year by these 
amateurs took place on the 23rd inst., (on which 
occasion the proceeds were given in aid of the 
Sick and Wounded, and of the ‘‘ Captain ” relief 
fund) before a numerous, influential, and highly- 
delighted assembly. 

With military punctuality the excellent band of 
the regiment struck up at the appointed hour the 
the overture to La Muette de Portia,’ and the 
comedietta, written by C. Harding, Esq., H.A.C. 
(who enacted the principal characters) called A 
Bone of Contention, commenced. It is an unpre- 
tending trifle, played with vivacity by the author, 
assisted by Mr Pentecost, and the Misses Dyas 
and Mellor, but as the interest of the spectators 
was wholly absorbed by the great piece of the 
evening—the Ticket of Leave Man—we must be 
excused from entering into an analysis of the plot 
of the farce. 

The company includes so many adequate artists 
that even if Tom Taylor himself, bad been present, 
must have felt that justice was done to his—in 
our estimate—best and most interesting composi- 
tion ; so good indeed was the acting of some of 
the characters that in not a few scenes a strong 
effect was exercised upon the audience. Much 
care had been bestowed upon the decoration of 
the opening scene, which represented the 
Bellevue Gardens, illuminated with gas and 
covered with coloured /ampions ala Vauxhall. A 
round of applause was heard as the curtain rose 
On the brilliant picture. 

Mr Marriott’s Bob Brierly was an earnest, 
manly, painstaking, genial, and thoroughly good 
delineation of the poor hunted-down convict, the 
dialect being tolerably well assumed (although not 
always kept up) and his physique well adapted to 
the part, his appearance reminding us at times of 
Neville. In the diffcult role of Jem Dalton Mr 
H. P. Matthews came off with flying colours, his 
scene with Hawkshaw and Mr Gibson being 
artistically elaborated, and producing quite a 
sensation amongst the audience; it was refreshing 
to observe the coolness of his demeanour in his 
vatious disguises—the more remarkable in an 
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amateur, who is not expected to possess the skill 
of a practised comedian. The Hawkshaw of Mr 
G. Hayles deserves honourable mention, and Mr 
Gleadhall’s conception of the vile, insinuating 
hypocrisy of Melter Moss was a happy one, 
humorously carried out, the chuckle, walk and 
other peculiarities attached to this eccentric 
villain being all in keeping with the traditions of 
the Olympic. In speaking of Mr Spicer's 
Green Jones, Mr Livermore’s Gibson, and Mr 
Hall’s Sam, we must accord to each a due mead 
of praise for their several personations, which if 
not so strongly coloured as the preceding ones, 
were nevertheless in the main satisfactory. It 
would have been, perhaps, better policy to engaged 
an actress for Sam, since no gentleman—especially 
when out of his teens—can successfully assume 
the voice and appearance, (however agile he may 
be), of a boy of 15. We surmise that the land- 
lords of the tea gardens and of the “ Bridgewater 
Arms” were both personated by Mr Rivington. 

Miss Ada Dyas was tender and womanly as 
May, and there is no question that the gentlemen 
are greatly indebted to the efficient aid afforded 
by the professional ladies for the entrain which 
characterized the evening’s entertainment. Mrs 
Leigh’s garrulous and good-humoured rendering 
of Mrs Willoughby bronght down peals of laugh- 
ter and applause; and Emily, by Miss Rachel 
Mellor, could scarcely fail to find favor, her 
admirable dravura singing in the last act being a 
vocal treat for which we were unprepared, 

We rejoice that we are enabled to compliment 
the manager on the careful way in which the 
stage business—that stumbling-block with unpro- 
fessionals—was attended to; and to record that 
that the acting was, on the whole, instinct with 
true dramatic feeling. 

“ The iron tongue of midnight had told twelve” 
ere the last carriage with its fair occupants quitted 
the portals of the great hal! in Langham-place. 

We confidently trust that the distinguished 
corps whose colonel is that assiduous patron of 
the drama—H.R.H. the Prince of Wales—will at 
no distant period again concentrate their well 
directed efforts in the cause of histrionic art. 


Unconscionable indeed would be the manager 
or actor who would desirs at the hands of the 
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public a more generons recognition of his abilities 
than that accorded to Mr T. Evans on the 21st 
inst.,—the night he took his benefit. Hearty and 
deserved plaudits from a densely-crowded hall 
testified to the pleasure they derived from his 
admirable and artistic rendering of Knowles’s 
Hunchback ; there was a consistency in is concep- 
tion of the character that was kept up throughout 
with much skill. Those who are acquainted with 
Miss Minnie Owen’s lively, animated style will 
probably think that Helen would have better 
fitted her than Julia; we think so too; however, 
if wanting in the true dignity, and in the pathetic 
side of this great heroine’s character, it was in 
other respects clever and right, and the Helen of 
Miss Emily Cliffe was specially commendable ; 
indeed she deserved a better Modus than Mr 
Vivian ; Clifford was assumed by Mr Rowe very 
fairly, and Mr E. A. Cullerne (of the ‘*Erratics’’) 
was an efficient Tinsel. Fathom was quaintly 
played by Mr Kern. 

After the play, the Jeneficaire returned his grate- 
ful thanks for their warm reception of him. In 
addition to this favourite piece, the never-dying 
Box and Cox, and the equally irrepressible Boots 
at the Swan were given. Farces, are as a rule, 
the most depressing of human inventions, and 
the more ‘ screaming’ they are, the deeper in our 
mind, is the gloom they are calculated to produce. 
Ilowever some portions of the audience could, 
like Jaques, find good in everything, and laughed 
heartily at Earwig’s absurd mistakes—the charac- 
ter being very amusingly delineated by Mr Daly. 
The intense delight with which amatuer perform- 
ances are witnessed by audiences of the period is 
very remarkab!e. 








Brsov.—This establishment is now under 
the lesreeship of Mr Warboys, a professional 
gentleman of some standing, who purposes 
opening his theatre for regular entertainments 
on Boxing-night. In the interim amateur per- 
formances may occasionally be seen here. A 
whole week’s amusements are announced from 
the 3rd to the 10th December, under the joint, 
management of Messrs Burge, Vernon, and 
others, and last Friday an unmistakeably ama- 
teurish attempt by ladies and gentlemen to 
perform the Lady of Lyons was witnessed by 
a numerous and elegant audience, whose 
friends’ achievements on the stage were a 
source no less of delight than wonder, for they 
were all well up in their parts. Pauline was 
played with a fair amount of skill by a Miss 
Farquhar, and the Madame Deschappelles of 
Miss Lonsdale was ladylike. Mr Reade was 
the Claude ; he was good fora tyro, and would 
have been better had his poses been more 
graceful. Mr Allen was the Damas, and Dr 
Fenning the Beauseant. The gentleman who 
enacted Deschappelles mouthed a little too 
much. The applause, of course, was enthusi- 


astic. An amateur band played the overture 
to Semiramide. In the farce of the Spitalfields 
Wiaver Simmons was made to appear slightly 





intoxicated. Wickens was the perruquier, 
The proceeds were for the benefit of the Not- 
ting-bill Philanthropic Society. 


Tue Horns, Kennincron.—TZhe Ladies 
Battle was the comedy selected by the 19h 
Surrey Rifles for their annual bistrionic dis- 
play, on the 24th inst., Miss Kate Rivers 
enacting the important part of the Countess 
with ladylike ability, and Marie Conway as- 
suming the role cf Leonie. Captain Harding 
was the Gustave, and well did he acquit him- 
self; he is a comedian of some wetit, and 
Montrichard found an efficient interpreter in 
in Captain Ray. Corporal Bunyan and a 
Colour-sergeant were not so successful. The 
less said about the Spectre Bridegroom the 
better; with the exception of the drollery of 
Sergeant Capern as Dickory, and Captain 
Ray’s lugubrious portrait of Nicodemus. The 
gentlemen engaged in the farce were sadly at 
ault, through not having learned their parts, 
The audience was again very distingué, and by 
no means sparse, and the band was good. 


Gattery or ILLustrration.—The Lela 
Club played bere last week for the Sick and 
Wounded, Mr Killick appearing as the hero 
in adrama by Mr Walford (whose sisters took 
part in it also), called 4 Lost Life. The other 
amateurs were Mr and Miss Corder, and Mr 
Gunton. In the burlesque entitled the Vezled 
Prophet of Khorassan (by the same author), 
the Sisters Walford and Corder, and the 
gentlemen of the club applied themselves 
vigorously to make the piece of absurdity tell 
with the audience, and their efforts were duly 
appreciated. 

EE —— 
AVONDALE'S WIFE. 

The readers of the Journat must have felt 
much gratification on perusing this duologue 
sketch of Breta’s. For my own part I have 
read it, and re-read it, and the more I read it 
the more I like it. The verse, to my thiuk- 
ing, is partly that adopted by Knowles, with- 
out his medisevalism, and partly Browning’s, 
minus his mysticism, whilst the sentiment is 
in some Kotzebuean. But it is not for these 
qualities that I like Avondale’s Wife, but for 
the beautiful optimism that guides its author’s 
pen—that yearning for the Infinite—that ex- 
quisite and comforting doctrine that bids up 
bope we shall meet in a happierworld the dear 
ones we loved on earth. 

It must be admitted, however, that an entire 
play written in this style would ecarcely find 
favour with a mixed audience; to fit it for re- 
presentation that overwhelming majority—the 
cap and bells section—must be propitiated ; it 
must needs, therefore, be overlaid with irrele- 
vant balderdash that would stifle the the 
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healthful life beneath ; but, for private reading 
would it be too exacting to ask from the pen- 
cil of euch an artist, not for a sketch, but for 
a complete work in five tableaux ? 


GAMMA. 
——_@———____ 


VAUDEVILLE THEATRE.—After a lengthy run, 
extending over one hundred and eighty nights, 
Mr Conway Edwardes’s capital burlesque, Don 
Carlos, has been withdrawn from the bills, and 
its place is now occupied by a new historical (?) 
burlesque, from the pen of Mr F. C, Burnand, 
entitled Zlizabeth; or, the Don, the Duke, the 
Drake, and the Invisible Armada. We can scarcely 
compliment the management on their Jatest 
venture, If the piece is to have more than an 
ephemeral existance, something mnst be done 
to make it “go” more briskly, for on Thurs- 
day vight the piece occupied over two hours in 
representation. T. Thorne, admirably made up 
personated Elizabeth, and did all that was possi- 
ble for the part; but this clever comedian evi- 
denily found it a work of difficulty to create 
merriment from such barran materials. Mr D. 
James, who met with an enthusiastic reception, 
exerted himself with unflagging energy, and 
his saltatory efforts evoked the most genuine 
applause of the evening. Miss Nelly Power as 
the Earl of Essex, looked charming, and sang, 
danced, and acted with her usual vivacity. In 
Sir Francis Drake, Mr G. Honey had a part 
unworthy of his powers; Mr Stephens was 
amusing as Sir Christopher Hatton; and Misses 
Hetty Tracy, and A, Newton were all that could 
be desired as Tilburnia, and Sir Walter Raleigh. 
The other characters call for no notice; the 
scenery and costumes are magnificent, 


RoYALty TucaTRE.—On Wednesday Wahit- 
tington Junior; or, the Sensation Cat, was pro- 
duced here, and is a capital piece of fun. The 
music is admirable, and has been selected with 
care, The spirit of the burlesque never flags; 
and Mr Reece may be congratulated on his suc- 
cessful endeavour. Miss Hodson’s Dick Whit- 
tington is a charming picture; and her acting is 
good. Mr A. Wood is very funny; Miss Rachel 
Sanger is cheery ; and one and all do thcir best 
to make the burlesque go. The ballet of sailors 
ballet of Moorish maidens were both admirable. 





On Friday nigbt an intimation was received 
at the Oxford Music-hall from the effect that the 
performance of ‘ Victoria, the Queen of the 
Air,” was of a dangerous character, and that if 
anything serious happened the proprietors would 
be held responsible. In consequence of this the 
performance has been stopped. It also appears 
that a similar intimation with regard to the Han- 
lon Brothers of the Albambra kas caused the 
withdrawal of their daring feats, 





Correspondence, 





THE ALHAMBRA CONCERTS. 
TO THE EDITOR OF THE “ THEATRICAL JOURNAL.” 


Sirn,—A few evenings since, I paid a visit to the 
Alhambra, in Leicester Square. I was much 
pleased to find, that we have at last, a renewal of 
Promenade Concerts, on a similar plan as those of 
the late Mons, Jullien, and Alfred Mellon. The 
band is certainly magnificent, including that of the 
Scots’ Fusilier Guards, and when the latter are seen 
arranged at the ‘back of the orchestra, the toute en- 
semble makes you imagine that you are again at the 
original Jullen’s Concerts. Mons. Riviere is a most 
able conductor, and the quiet manner in which he 
wields his baton, is a great contrast to the way in 
which Jullien did his. ‘The music which is nightly 
played at the Alhambra is mostly modern, and fin- 
cludes the celebrated “ British Army Quadrille,” by 
Jullien, andthe War songs of France, and Germany, 
viz., the “ Marseillaise,’ and the “ Watch on the 
Rhine.” The excitement of the audience during 
the performance of these pieces is something won- 
derful, and I would strongly recommend any one 
who has not heard them performeu, to go and hear 
them at the Alhambra. I think that as Jullien’s 
“ British Army Quadrille” has been so popular 
here, it would be well if the managers would have 
his sister one, viz., “ The British Navy Quadrille,”’ 
introduced into the programme; it contains some 
stirring national airs. I noticed the last time I was 
at the Alhambra, that the so-called promenade, was 
densely crowded, inconveaiently so, and occasionally 
a disturbance took place. I think a little more 
room might be added to it, which would render pro- 
menading possible, and make it much more agree- 
able to all present, The orchestra too, would look 
prettier if a few vases of real, or artificial shrubs 
and flowers were placed upon it; together with some 
statues, and groups of figures. Kindly insert this 
in your next number.—I am, yours faithfully, 

Natu. WATERALL, 


Londox, S.E. Thursday November 24, 1870, 
Bae eel eee © 


Hontoway’s Pinis.—Disordered Stomach, Tor- 
pid Liver.—Under every roof these terrors some- 
times dwell: the peer and pauper are alike obnox- 
ious to them. If every household possessed these 
Digestive Pills, how much annoyance would 
spared, how much irritation averted, how many 
quarrels escaped! A “disordered stomach doth 
the mind inflame.” ‘These Pills operate equally 
on every Gisturbed function, and do not confine 
their power to any particular organ : the stomach, 
liver, kidneys, bowels, blood, brain, and muscles 
alike derive wholesome tone from this alterative 
preparation, which is entirely free from murcury 
and every other noxious ingredient. Any mem- 
ber of a family, without regard to sex or age, 
delicacy or vigour, may therefore use their Pills 
with the greatest safety and utmost confidence. 
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NOTICES TO CORRESPONDENTS. 
*,* All private communications should be addressed to 
the Editor of the THEATRICAL JOURNAL, 9, Acton- 
street, King’ s-eross-road. 





T. E, Evans.—Severe illness prevented our personal 
attendance at your benefit ; we hope it was a success. 
E,. Garpner.—Our sub-editor was so full of engage- 

ments that he could not possibly attend, 

W. Gitrin.—You should take a few Jessons to begin 
with, and then join an amateurclub. See advertise- 
ments. 

A PLAycorr.—Miss F, Kemble made her debut at 
Covent Garden in the year 1829 as Juliet. 

W. Sairu.— Did my namesake ever act ?—You have so 
many namesakes that have acted, we cannot tell which 
you allude to; if itis E. T.—yes, 


— 


CHARGES FOR ADVERTISEMENTS. 
(which must be pre-paid). 


Six Lines « - - - - - - Is. Od. 
Eight - - - - - - - - ls, 6d, 
Twelve - - - - - - - 2s, Od, 
Twenty - - - - ~ - - 2s. Gd. 
Across the back - - - - . = ls. extra, 


It is requested that all advertisements be sent by Monday 
afternoon, prepaid, to top floor 335a, Strand. 

All business communications to be sent to the Printers’, 385a, 
Strand, opposite Somerset Mouse. 





List of Agents for the Sale of the 
THEATRICAL JOURNAL. 


ALLEN, Warwick-lane, City. 

BELL, St. John-street-road. 

BROWN, 202, Kensington-park-road, Notting-hill. 
COX, Drury-lane. 

DICK, King’s-cross-road. 

HARRIS, Blackfriars-road. 

HILL, Gray’s-inn-road. 

TIOPCROFT, 16, Little Queen-street, Holborn, 
LACY, 89, Strand. 

NUNN, 63, Ledbury-road, Westbourne-grove, W. 
PATTIE, Ivy-lane, City. 

POTTER, St. John-street-road. 

PURKISS, 60, Compton-street, Soho. 

ROBERTS, JAMES, 195, Shoreditch. 

SITEARD, 7, St. John’s-lane, and 8, Cow-cross-street. 
STEVENS, 42, Tottenham-court-road, 

STEVENS, Goswell-street. 

VICKERS, 317, Strand. 

WALTERS, Bell-yard, Temple Bar, 


REGISTERED AMATEUR CLUBS. 











BEAUFOY.—O. Moore, Adelphi-terrace, W.C. (Gar- 
rick Club). 


FITZROY.—T. Gray, 1, Fitzroy-street, W. 
NORTH LONDON.—J. Forp, Southgate Arms, Is- 
lington, N. 
ORION.—F’. SMAtL, 6, Albert-road, Dalston. 
ROYALTY.—A. G, Sroppart, 21, Arbour-st. East, E. 
SHERIDAN.—C. Henry, 21, Great Queen-st., W.C. 
SIDDONIAN.—J. Lona, 19, Little Russell-st., W.C. 
THETIS.—R. H. Woons, 37, Markham-sq., Chelsea, 
VICTORIA.—H, WALKER, 21, Westbourne-road, N. 





Applications to be addressed as above. 
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EDMUND KEAN: 
A SKETCH OF HIS CAREER. 


IN TWELVE SECTIONS, 


BECTION XII. 





“oc 





Last scene of all, 
That ends this strange eventful history.” 
se Out, out, brief candle ! 
Life’s but a walking shadow; a poor player, 
That struts and frets his hours upon the stage, 
And then is heard no more,” 








WE are now hastening on to the close of our poor 
worn-out hero’s erratic existence—we are coming 
to the ‘end of the tether,’ and cannot do better than 
give the plain unvarnished account of the hapless 
night when poor Kean trod the boards for the 
last time, as related by his biographer (to whom 
we are mainly indebted for this sketch) — 

The play commenced. After the first scene 
Kean observed ‘‘ Charles is getting on to-night— 
he is acting very well. I suppose that’s because 
he is acting with me.” He himself was very 
feeble. Brandy and water was administered and 
he went on pretty well till the commencement of 
the third act ; he said to his son—** Mind, Charles, 
that you keep before me. Don’t get behind me in 
this act, I don’t know that I shall be able to 
kneel; but if I do, be sure that you lift me up.” 
He went off with Desdemona, and nobody per- 
ceived any change. But on entering when he 
says ‘* What ! false to me!” he was scarcely able 
to walk across the stage. He held up till the 
celebrated ‘farewell,’ which he uttered with all 
his former pathos, but on attempting the speech 
“Villain be sure you prove my love” his head 
sank on his son’s shoulder, and the tragedian’s 
acting was at an end. He groaned out a few 
words in Charles’s ear—‘‘ I am dying—speak to 
them for me;”—after which (the audience, re- 
fusing, in kindness, to hear any apology) he was 
borne from the stage. He was carried to his 
dressing-room, and laid on the sofa, as cold as 
ice, his pulse scarcely beating, and unconscious. 
When restored by proper remedies, he was taken 
to the ‘ Wrekin,’ and Carpue and Duchez (the 
surgeons) sent for, but 

‘“ He and his physicians 
Are of a mind; he, that they cannot help him, 
They, that they cannot help.” 

After a week’s stay he was removed to Rich- 
mond, where he improved a little in health, and 
could take carriage exercise. One cold day after 
visiting Miss Tidswell, he came home very ill and 
said that he had got his death-blow, called for 
brandy, and went to bed. He grew worse, but at 
times revived and would speak of old times and 
acting ; he even wrote to his wife—(‘‘ Your lord 
and master did well to make his recantation ”) :— 


Thursday. 
My Dean Manry,—Let us be no longer fools. 
Come home. Forget and Forgive! If I have erred 
it was my head, not my heart, and most severely 
have I suffered for it. My future life shall be em- 
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ployed in contributing to your happiness, and you, 
I trust, will rewurn that feeling, by a total oblitera- 
tion of the past.—Your wild, but really affectionate 
husband, Epmunp Kean. 

T. R., Richmond, 


Mrs Kean at once proceeded to Richmond. She 
saw her husband once more, after seven years of 
estravgement; and the most complete forgiveness 
followed. She went again to him repeatedly. 
This was the work of Charles. 

Kean was now in the most alarming state. Ilis 
strength, except when raised by stimulants, was 
almost gone. He refused food, except a little 
glazed beef and gravy. He drank brandy. In 
his better intervals he would recur to his former 
triumphs. With his bed covered with books— 
Shakspere, Gibbon, Bollin, an Atlas, &c., and 
under the others a Bible and a Missal !—he would 
turn to the stage and show Charles how Garrick 
and Barry had acted Lear. He would himself 
quote the tender passage—t Pray dov’t mock 
me,” &c. Nothing could exceed the effect of this 
—— speech, recited, as it was, under such 
melancholy circumstances. 


* Grief hath chang’d me since you saw me last ; 
And careful hours, with time’s deformed hand, 
Have written strange defeatures in my face.” 


This was the last act of the tragedian's life. 
He grew rapidly worse, and was tenacious of life 
totheend. At one time he was given over— 
scarce any pulse—he rallied, crawled out of bed 
(in the absence of his attendants) and dragged 
himself into the adjoining room. 

He drank, and smoked part of a cigar, and 
was at last persuaded to return to his bed, from 
which he never rose. During the last few hours 
of his existence he was almost insensible and on 
the 15th of May, 1833, he died without conscious- 
ness or pain. 


‘¢ The wonder is he hath endur’d so long ; 
He but usurp’d his life.” 


Such was the end of Edmund Kean—an actor 
of great original genius. He possessed vigour, 
pathos, sarcasm and the power of electrifying and 
terrifying his auditors. His intensity has never 
been approached, within our recollections. His 
abruptness was a fault, which, however, was a 
merit in such parts as Sir Giles, Richard, Shy- 
lock, and Othello. His tenderness was very 
touching ; his “‘O Desdemona !—away—away ” 
was never surpassed. His words sank from re- 
proof to compassion ; from compassion to a faint 
and indistinct sound; which gradually expired, 
like the sound of a melancholy echo. 

As a man we would rather not dwell on bis 
faults, but he had redeeming points ; one of which 
was that he gave large sums of money to his 
fellow actors in distress. The unparalleled 
fortune that lifted him in a moment from obscurity 
and want to the pinnacle of fame, must be taken 
into account by those who wish to form a true 
estimate of his character. Charity covers a 
multitude of sins, even though that charity may 
only take the form of almsgiving. 

‘¢ How far that little candle throws his l eams 
So shines a good deed in a naughty world,” 


(To be concluded in our next.) 





ROYAL POLYTECHNIC INSTITUTION. 

Tue indefatigable managers of this de- 
servedly popular institution have just per- 
fected an exceedingly graphic and interesting 
war lecture, embracing not merely the most 
salient points of the sanguinary Franco-Prus- 
sian strife, but also a vast amount of infor- 
mation respecting our own defensive and offen- 
sive powers. The descriptive lecture on the 
continental war by Professor Pepper is from 
information supplied by a gentleman who may 
well be styled the Polytechnic’s Own Special 
Commissioner, and who was with the French 
forces at the very commencement of the con- 
flict. 

The sketches from which the pictorial il- 
lustrations have been painted are from the 
hands of the same gentleman, and depict 
striking episodes of the strife. The musical 
part of the programme comprises songs by 
Mr Suchet Champion, (among them, the ‘Death 
of Nelson,”’ sung in magnificent style,) and 
French and German patriotic songs, exqui- 
sitely rendered by members of the Praeger 
Family. The sketches of our national defences 
and the information respecting guns and gun 
carriages, and other materials of warfare, have 
been supplied by the War Office, while the 
Admiralty have also afforded every facility for 
the production of diagrams and figures relating 
to the mournful loss of the ill-fated Captain, 
and that new and terribleimplement of modern 
warfare—the torpedo. 

The instruments played by the talented 
Praeger family are altogether new to the 
English public, and are called respectively 
the Zither, the Bow, and the Melophone. 
The Bow, although played with a bow, differs 
from the violin in the strings being wholly of 
brass and steel. The lower string produces a 
tone similar to the violincello, the higher ones 
affording notes conveying to the mind the 
idea of heaven’s own music, so sweet are 
they and flowing. The Melophone has been 
stated by the ‘Imperial Academy of Music of 
Paris to be the most perfect reed and wind in- 
strument in existence. 

_——— 


The pantomime at Sadler’s Wells is in a 
great state of forwardness, and several new 
faces from the provinces engaged who are 
great favourites at Manchester, Liverpool, 
Edinburgh, &c. We understand that that 
inimitable burlesque actress, Minnie Davis, 
formerly of this theatre, will also appear. The 
subject of the pantomime is, Sinbad the Sailor. 

Mrs Lloyd, mother of the well-known comic 
singer, died or Saturday, after a lingering ill- 
ness. So attached was Arthur to his mother 
that he postponed several of his engagements 
to be near her side. The cause of death was 


bronchitis and consumption. 
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THE KARLY DRAMATISTS, 


VI—BEN JONSON, 
So much has been written from time to time 
about ‘rare Ben’ that we will now only en- 
deavour as briefly as possible to give a sketch 
of his career, 

IIe was bern in Westminster in 1574. His 
grandfather belonged to Annandale, and settled 
in Carlisle. His father, a clergyman, died be- 
fore Ben was born, his mother shortly after 
Ben’s birth marrying a brickliycr. The boy 
was sent to Westminster, and had the cele- 
brated Camden for bis teacher, whom he al- 
ways revered. From the poverty of his 
parents he was forced to work at bricklaying ; 
he scon grew tired of this, and enlisted asa 
soldier, and served in Llanders, but did not 
stay there long. He returned to London and 
became an actor, making his débit at a low 
theatre in Clerkenwell. In this he failed. It 
is well-known that a quarrel with a brother 
actorled to a duel in which Ben killed his 
antagonist, he himself being severely wounded. 
In prison a priest induced him to become a 
Roman Catholic, which faith he renounced in 
1606. He married in 1594 a woman who 
made him a patient and faithful wife. Te 
now supported himself by writing plays. His 
first and best known comedy Erery Jan in his 
TTumour, appeared in 1596. The scene was 
then laid in Italy, but in 1598 he recast it, and 
it was reproduced at the Globe, and the locale 
changed to England. Shakspere, whose ac- 
quaintance he courted at this time, is said to 
have played in this piece. 

Next year Every Man out of his Humour 
was produced in presence of Queen Bess, who 
patronized the pew poet. He then wrote 
Cynthia’s Revels, The Poetaster, and his first 
tragedy, Sejanus. Eastward ho / the joint pro- 
duction of Ben, Chapman, and Marston, came 
out on the accession of King James. Some 
passages reflecting on the Scottish nation 
caused the two last to be sent to prison; Ben 
voluntarily accompanied them. They were 
soon released, although there was some talk of 
having their ears and noses slit. Ben’s mother, 
producing a paper of poison, declared that, had 
the mutilation taken place, she would have put 
the stuff into her son’s drink, and to show she 
was no churl, would have drunk first herself. 

Volpone, Epicene, aud The Alchemist are 
considered Jonson’s best works. Between 
1605 and 1609 he was employed either by the 
court or the civic bodies, in producing the 
great pageants, or masques, so popular at that 
time. In 1611 appeared his second tragedy 

‘utiline, Next year be went abroad. In 
1614 be was in London ; in this year his Bar- 
tholomew Fair came out, and in 1616 his come- 
dy The Devil is an Ass. He was now created 





poet laureate, with a salary of one hundred 
marks. 
(To be continued in our next.) 


———__- <+_ —_—__ -— 


GOSSIP. 


An extravaganza, with new music by M, 
Hervé, will be produced at the Gaiety at 
Christmas. Mr Tools and Miss EK, Farren 
will then re-appear. 

Mr Boucicault’s drama, Jezabel, will not be 
produced at the Holborn Theatre on Monday 
next. Mr H. Neville and Miss K. Rodgers 
will have prominent characters in it. 

The opening of the Lyceum Theatre with 
an Opera Buffo Company (limited) is announced 
to be under the management of M. Verger, 
whose dramatic and musical agency office in 
Paris has been broken up ty the war. Signor 
Bottesini, the contra-basso player, will be the 
conductor, and his opera, 4// Baba, is promised 
for the opening. 

A Sheffield paper states that the notorious 
William Broadhead visited the local theatre cn 
Wednesday night, to witness the performance 
of Put Yourself in His Place, a play which is 
wholly founded on the doings of trade unionists. 

The renowned jucge and jury society of 
Leicester-square, has temporarily removed its 
sittings to the Rodney Inn, Birmingham, where 
judicial proceedings will take place during the 
cattle show. 

The new Opera House at Paris is being 
converted inio a military bakery. 

We understand Mr Watts Phillips is writ- 
ing a new third act for bis much-talked-of 
historical play of Marlborough, which will be 
produced with great splendour at the com- 
mencement of the year. The management of 
the Queen’s have purchased two of Mr Watts 
Phillips’s pieces—one a five-act play, also on 
an historical subject, the other drama in three 
acts, of domestic interest. We are pleased to 
know that all these pieces, like the majority of 
Mr Watts Phillips’s works, are original. We 
also hear he is engaged upon a drama embody- 
ing some incidents in the present war. 

The gossips are again busy on the subject of 
Mdlle. Nilsson’s matrimonial intentions, assert- 
ing ‘fon authority” that she is engaged to 
marry a Parisian stockbroker, named Rous- 
seaux. 

M. Alexandre Dumas, the distinguished ro- 
mancist, was much fatigued dy bis late jour- 
ney to Spain, and with the long ard remarkable 
work on the life and country of the Cid, to 
which he has just put the finishing touch. The 


-, lassitude and prostration resulting from these 


labours are gradually disappearing, and he will 
soon be fully restored. 
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A burlesque by Mr Gilbert is in prepara- 
tion at the Opera Comique. 

The Sacred Harmonic Society commenced 
its season on Friday evening. 

Messrs Gillett and Manning, popular actors 
at the Grecian, announce their benefit for 
Thursday. One of the pieces announced is 
London Assurance. 

Prince Arthur, accompanied by the Mar- 
quis of Lorne, and attended by Major E\phin- 
stone and a distinguished suite, visited the St. 
James’s Theatre on Saturday. 

Mr Charles Horsley’s new cantata, Zuterpe, 
performed at the inauguration of the Town 
Hall in Melbourne, met with great success. 





To Amateurs, 


Waeem HALL, 61, Chalk Farm Road, holds 

450 to 500, newly-decorated and fitted with Act 

Drop and Scenery. ‘To be LET for Amateur Perfor- 

mances. STAGE DANCING.—Every description thor- 

roughly and rapidly taught by a PublicProfessor. All 

lessons given on the stage, and an appearance guaranteed. 
Norice! 

Miss Herbert’s Alexandra Classes for ELOCUTION 
and STAGE PRACTICE meet every Tuesday and 
Friday. Performances will take place every three weeks. 

Miss Herbert will be happy to hear from ladies and 
gentlemen, 





Rejoice, ye Children of the Thespian Art. 

AMUEL MAY, Theatrical Tailor, 35, Bow-street, 
kL) Covent-garden, will be glad to treat with Ladies and 
Gentlemen engaged in AMATEUR PERFORM- 
ANCES forthe SALE or HIRE of STAGE COS- 
TUME., A large a-sortment of every necessary for the 
same. WARDROBES MADE TO ORDER,  Per- 
sons about to follow the profession will do well to give 
Mr MAY an order for an outfit ; costume, elegance, 
economy, and punctuality all studied, Mind the address, 

SAMUEL MAY, 35, BOW STREET. 





The Shakspeare Carte de Proverbe (Copyright). 


ERIES 1, 2, 3, and 4, each as a CARTE DE 
S VISITE, 64., or 7 stamps; as a CABINET, ls. 
or 13 stamps. Lacy, 89, Strand, London. May also 
be had at the Stationery and Fine Arts Court, Cry- 
stal Palace, Sydenham ; ADAMS, Iligh-street, Stratford- 
on-Avor; and at the Polytechnic, Regent-street, 
London. 


Excellent Opportunity for Amateurs. 


O APPEAR IN A SERIES OF HIGH CLASS 
performances at a large London Theatre early in 

December. Parts for Ladies and Gentlemen in KING 
LEAR, HAMLET, MUCH ADO ABOUT NO 
THING, THE APOSTATE, THE GAMESTER, 
THE WIFE, THE RIVALS, LUKE THE 
LABOURER, ROLAND FOR AN _ OLIVER, 
STATE SECRETS, HE LIES LIKE TRUTH, 
&c. Apply immediately to Mr. WM. A. STANLEY, 
8, Annett’s.Crescent, Essex Road, Islington. 

Rehearsals Mondays and Wednesday at 8 p.m., at 
Annett’s Crescent, hursdays at the ‘* Spread Eagle 
Hotel,’* next to the Middlesex Hospital, Charles Street, 
Tottenham Court Road. 

Ladies repuired for the parts of Beatrice, Mrs. Hard- 
castle, &e. 





Elocution and the Sta te. 
\ R WM. A. STANLEY has vacancies for pupils, 
who will be thoroughly instructed and brought 
out. Address 8 Annett’s-crescent, Essex-road, Islington: 





Eclectic Amateur Dramatic Club. 
ADIES and gentlemen desirous of becoming members 
4 Jof this ol l est iblished Club wil: find'this a good oppor- 
tunity of joining. This Club having the great he onl 
tage over all other amateur clubs in possessing a prac- 
tical stage for rehearsals. 
The Hall to be let for LECTURES, &c., on reason- 
able terms. 
lor further particulars adress to the seeretary, Jas. 
— r, or apply at tne theatre, 18, Denmark-street, 
ono, 


The Stage! The Stage'! 
M* SCOTT BARRY gives LESSONS in DRA- 
MATIC ELOCUTION and DECLAMATICN, 
The voice trained and modulated and a pure pronuncias 
tion and absolutely perfect articulation guaranteed, 
Appearance and an engagement when competent. For 
Stage business and burlesque dancing Mr Scorr-BARRY 
has secured the services of a London actor of position, 
wad a favourite burlesque actress, Terms on application : 
9, Granville-square, King’s Cross-road. 





Wanted. 

GENTLEMAN to play the lead in a new comedy, 
JA. also characters for two farces:—TILL SECRET 
and TIMOTHY TO THE RESCUE. Characters 
moverate, For particulars apply to Mus Monracusr, 
389, Tavistock-strest, Covent-garden, 

MISS MINNIE DAVIS, 
Of the Princess's, Sadler’s Wells, and the principal 
London Theatres, 

("S be ENGAGED for AMATEUR PERFORM- 

ANCES. Address, 12, Rydor-crescent, Clerkenwell 


Royal Polytechnic. 
Pp oenr “3 PEPPER'S NEW ENTERTAIN- 

MENT “ON THE WAR, and the Destructive 
Implements Used Thereat,” daily at a quarter to three, 
and eight, with Elaborate Pictorial Illustrations, which 
have been supplied by the War Correspondent of the 
Polytechnic and other lriends, 

The accomplished PRAKGER FAMILY (six in 
munber), and Mr. SUCHET CHAMPION will sing 
the German, French, and English Patriotic Songs, 

The Explanation of the GILOST as usual. 





Madame Tussauu’s Exhibition, Baker-street. 
N VIEW, upwards of THREE HUNDRED 
PORTRAIT MODELS of CELEBRITIES and 
characters of the present and past times ; amongst them 
portrait models of the lateGNORGE PEABODY, Esq., 
the late Madame GRISI, and Prince Pierre BONA} 
PARTE. Also, the entire line of Lnglish Kings and 
Queens from William the Conqueror, 
New and magnificent court dresses by Worth of Paris, 
Admission, 1s; Children under ten years of age, 64, 
Extra rooms, 6d. Open during the Holidays from 10 
a.m. till 10 p.m. 





Madame Tussaud’s Exhibition, Baker-street. 
OW ADDED, PORTRAIT MODELS of JOIN 
JONES, alias JOUN OWEN, and WALTER 
MILLER to the Chamber of Horrors. 
Admission, 1s.; children under ten, 6d.; Chamber 
of Horrcrs, 6d. 
Open from ten a.m. till ten p.m. 
Passengers by Metropolitan Railway stop at Bakers 
street Station. 











Madame Tussaul’s Exhibition, Baker-street. 
N VIEW, PORTRAIT MODELS of the EM-« 
PEROR and EMPRESS of the FRENCH and 
the PRINCE IMPERIAL, KING WILLIAM of 
PRUSSIA, and COUNT VON BISMARCK. 
Admission, 1s. ; children under ten, 6d. ; extra rooms, 
Gd, extva,—Open from ten a.m, till ten p.m, 
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NATIONAL ASSEMBLY ROOMS, 


218, HIGH HOLBORN. 


MPILIS brilliant and favourite BALL ROOM is OPEN every evening. The greatest regard is paid to ensure the 
comfort and enjoyment of visitors. 
N.B.—The Wines and Refreshments are of the Choicest Quality. 
Doors open at Half-past Eight, Close at Twelve o’clock. 
Admission throughout the establishment 1s. 
Musical Director, Mr. W. M. PACKER, R.A.M. 


IBIS WENE UM Wt AIL, 
61, CHALK FARM ROAD. 








MISS HERBERT (of the Royal Academy and late of Drury-lane and Lyceum Theatres) 


Begs to announce the 68th performance, by her PUPILS, Members of the 
ALEXANDRA DRAMATIC CLASS 


On Thursday, December, Ist, 1870. 


For the Benefit of 


MR WILLIAM BESTOW, 
(Thirty-one Years Editor of the Tuearnican Journat, and who is now seriously il). 





The performance will commence with 
STILL WATERS RUN DEEP. 
To conclude with 


PERFECTION ; 


Or, THE LADY OF MUNSTER. 


Tickets may be had at the Hall, 61, Chalk Farm Road; Miss Herpert, 9, Chilcott Terrace, Primrose Hill; 
the Editor, 9, Acton Street, Gray’s Inn Road, and at the Office, 335, Strand. 


ADMISSION BY TICKET ONLY. No Money taken at the Doors for Dramatic Pe:formances. 


THRATRE ROYAL; SADLER’S WELLS. 


Under the Management of MR PENNINGTON. 
ON WEDNESDAY, THURSDAY, AND FRIDAY, 
MR PENNINGTON 
CLAUDE MELNOTTE, 


IN 
THE LADY OF LYONS. 
A NUMBER OF GREAT PLAYS TO FOLLOW. 





Acting-manager, Mr J, T, Wilson ; scenic artist, Mr W. Gowrie; musical director, Mr T. Berry ; 
stage-manager, Mr T. B, Bennett. 


AMATEUR TRLATRICALS. 
ARRISON’S TAFATRICAL WAREHOUSE, 25 and 31, BOW-STREET, COVENT GARDEN, W.C. 
Costumier to all the principal Amateur Dramatic Societies. Amateur Theatricals, School Festivities, Fetes. 
&c., supplied with Costumes, Wigs, Masks, Scenery, Flags, &c. His celebrated expanding Portable Theatres, and 
Richardson’s Shows, that were fitted up at the Crystal Palace, Nobility and Rifle l’étes, with new Scenery, 
Raised Stages, Gas Fittings, &c., fitted up in any sized Town Hall or Drawing Room in Town or Country, Mrs. 
HARRISON’S Ladies’ Costume Warehouse, 25, Bow-street, W.C. 











Published every Wednesday Morning, at Twelve o'clock, by Vickers, at 317, Strand, for the Proprietor, W. BESTOW» 
To be had, by order, in any of the Proyincial Towns. 
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